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This thesis was submitted to the University of Birmingham for the degree of DSc as a compilation of
significant original publications by the author. The original submitted version includes an appendix
(Appendix 2) containing the full text of a substantial number of the 97 Reference Items submitted as
a justification for award of the degree. For copyright purposes, those full texts have been removed
from this publicly available version of the thesis. The references and explanatory notes remain
intact.



